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Abstract

A Report of Reconnaizsance of Environment, Land Use and Desertification Land
Degradation in the Middle Belt of Chad during February-March 1996
Hiroshi KADMMURA

This paper is a report of a field reconnaissance on current patterns and processes of desertifl
ication/land degradation, carried out in the middle belt (12" —14°N) of the Republic of Chad,
the Sahel Zone in a broad sense, during February-March 1996, The paper is intended to provide
a benchmark record that will be used for monitoring and assessing the future progress of and
Jor the recovery from desertification/land degradation on the south side of the Sahara. In view
of this, observed current land and wegetation degradation patterns and processes  were
described in detail along the reconnaissance route, 1 is worth noting that. despite a long-
continwed drought peried since the late 1990°s, no overall remobilization of sand dunes can be
oheerved, even in the Kamem semi-fixed dune ficld to the north of 13 parallel. In general, land
and vegetation degradation has shown patchy pattern and has eccurred in close relation with
local cdaphic conditions, i e, landforms and superficial deposits/soils, and human activities
including agricultural and pastoral land vse, foclword collection, eto.



