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Urbanization and the Topographical Environments of Edo-Tokyo: 1GO0-2000)
Ymsuo MASAL

This study is & surmmary of the author's previous ressarches on Edo and Tekyo, focusing on
urbanization and the topographical environments, Four birds-eyeview maps drawn by the
author have been prepared 1o illustrate the tepographical environment of the Kanto region for
four historical pericds. Figure | illustrates the topographical setting around 16040, when the
city of Edo was about 1o be constructed with a big castle, Only a few small towns existed, in
generally natural and rural environments. By the final stage of the Tokugawa (Edo) feudal
pericd more than 250 years later, Edo had grown 1o probably the most highly populated of
pedestrian cities in the world around 1850 - 1.5 10 2 milions within iis metropolitan area
(Fig. 2 ).

in ithe Kanto reghon there were a considerable number of small cities and 1owns characterized by
castles, inns, markets, porls or lemples, mostly located on alluvial lowlands as elsewhere in Japan,
although some residential development was evident in Edo's Yamanote uplamnd.

The opening of foreign trade in 1854 and the resultant Meiji restoration of 1868 promoted Japan's
maodernization, Edo was renamed Tokve, During the 19th century, urbanization of Tokyo was
largely directed toward the eastern lowlands through the construction of large numbsers of
factories along the existing rivers and canals Much of the Yamanote upland continued to be
resadential, although the inhabitants changed considerably becauwse of social changes. The
western coastline of Tokyo Bay was drastically altersd by landfills on which many modern
factories were constructed. Moreover, from around the turn of the century, Tokyo began o see
sizable residential developments on the Yamanole upland orented toward the west, The 15923
Kanto carthguake cncouraged lower concentration of population in central arcas, while the
“garden city” movement was acoelerated by the construction of suburban electric raillwavs and
urban water supply systems. Despite the complete wartime destruction of Tokyo and many other
cities, the pattern of urhanization around 1950 had returned (o the prewar peak period and the
population of Greater Tokyo was somewhere around 10 millions,

I the last B0 years, the urbanization of the KEanto region has been tremendows. In-migration of the
joeb-seeking population inte Tokyo spilled out toward suburbs and satellite towns and cities, The
desire Lo escape Moods aceelerated residential development on upland areas. 18 was in the 1960s,
the rapid cconomic growth peried, when large-scale urban construction reached Tama hills,
which had long been untouched by urbanization because of their topography. This chain of hills
on the borders of Tokyo and Kanagawa saw the first of many large-scale new town developmenis.
Many of the gently sloping foothills of volcanoes such as Fuji, Yatsugatake, Asama and Akagi
have been urbanized or semi-urbanized with summer villas and recreational facilities, The
embryo of such wrhanizatbon was already seen in Karuizawa in prewar times, bul foday such
developments are no longer exceptional. Both the Shinkansen and highways function as
promoting factors. The most contemporary pattern of urbanization is ypified by urban spraw] as
Hlustrated in the map for 2000 (Fig. 4 ),
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