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A short history of Japanese field activities
in the McMurdo Dry Valleys, Antarctica

Yoshio Yoshida

Abstract

Japanese scientists carried out various earth science investigations in the McMurdo Dry Valleys
and adjacent areas, supported by the Division of Polar Programs, N.S.F. of the U.S. and Antarctic
Division of D.S.1.R. of New Zealand, from 1963 /7 1964 austral summer season to 1988 / 1989. The
short history of the research activities are outlined.

The main programs were geochemical studies of lakes in the Dry Valley region. After intensive
field surveys of large lakes, Japanese scientists together with U.S. and New Zealand scientists pro-
posed the coring of unconsolidated deposits in the Dry Valleys for elucidation of the glacial history
of the region. The Dry Valley Drilling Project which was the three-year cooperative program from
197371974 season to 1975/ 1976 among Japan, U.S. and New Zealand was accepted by respective
agencies for Antarctic research of three countries.

In 1976 / 1977 season, Nationsl Institute of Polar Research, Japan started the collaborative earth
science studies with U.S. and later together with New Zealand. The programs lasted until 1988 /
1989 season, and included U.S.-Japan Search for Meteorites, rock magnetism, geophysical study of
Mt. Erebus volcanism, etc.

On the other hand, Japanese geochemistry group continued studies of lakes and ponds in the
McMurdo Dry Valleys, and other cooperative research such as drilling projects in the McMurdo
Sound until 1986 / 1987 season. Successful results of these programs constitute the important part

of the Japanese Antarctic research.



