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The Preservation of the Historic Townscape of Suzaka and
the Changes of Recognition.

Tsutomu KATAYANAGI"

“Faculty of Geo-environmental Science, Rissho University

This paper aims to clarify the present condition of the historic townscape of Suzaka and to exam-

ine the changes of recognition of the townscape by the residents and the local government. The re-

sults obtained are summarized as follows.

A lot of historic buildings exist along the main streets in the central part of Suzaka. Except

along the Tani-kaido (west), however, old and new buildings as well as parking and vacant lots are

mixed within the area, so there is not unification and continuity in the townscape.

Historic buildings had not been evaluated in the comprehensive city plannings before 1986. They

were recognized as old-fashioned ones. The Shinshu Suzaka Townscape Meeting was organized in

1986. After that, the movement of the townscape preservation has become active. A lot of residents

came to recognize that the historic buildings in Suzaka were important ones. The local government

also evaluated the buildings. For the residents, the purpose of the preservation of the historic

townscape was to hand it over to the next generation. They had no intention to preserve the his-

toric buildings as tourist attractions. On the other hand, the local government has tried to enhance

the historic townscape as a tourist attraction to contribute to the local economy.
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