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Changes in Agriculture and Livestock-farming practiced in
Horqgin Desert, Northeastern Part of Inner Mongolia, China

Hiroyuki SAWADA

Faculty of Geo-environmental Science, Rissho University

Agricultural production in China changed fundamentally under the policy of Reform and Open
Economy. This paper explains the changes in the agriculture and livestock-farming practiced in
Kulun-chi, an administrative regional unit located at the northeastern tip of Inner Mongolia,
China.

The area has a semiarid climate which has 3500 450mm of annual precipitation. The land is a sys-
tem of sand plains and sand dunes called the Horgin desert. Mongolian nomads settled here at the
end of the Ching dynasty. Since then they have worked the land, grazing sheep and goat and tend-
ing small subsistence farms.

After 1982 the land and livestock belonging to the People's Corporation were distributed to indi-
viduals. However fields established on sand dunes and grazing lands were excluded from the redis-
tribution and remained as common fields and grazing lands. Under the system farmers could claim
as personal income the surplus that remained after meeting their delivery quotas. Farmers then
rushed to increase their heads of livestock on the common grazing lands, and aggressively culti-
vated lands on the common fields, in order to produce a surplus and increase personal income. This
situation resulted overgrazing and over-cultivation, and invited the widespread desertification of
the land.

In 1996 the Chinese government revised the land policy. Under the new policy, all of the land re-
maining as common fields and grazing lands were distributed to individuals who would hold the
rights to work the land for thirty years. With farmers now responsible for the conservation of in-
dividual fields, the policy shift successfully suppressed the desertification of the land.

Along with the introduction of the new land policy, the Kulun-chi people's government enacted
measures designed to reverse desertification and to improve farmers' economic self-reliance by em-
phasizing farming and cultivated crops instead of grazing. To realize the measures the government
established grazing prohibition areas, outlawed the raising of goats, and recommended raising cat-
tle inside barns. The government created individual farms called“ family ecological economic
farms”, which are enclosed by trees to break the wind, possess more than one well for irrigation
and have four tracts composed of fields, pasture, tree gardens and vegetable gardens. The govern-
ment assists farmers with their expenses and offers materials for creating these farms.

As the result of the government's measures the herds of goat and sheep have declined markedly
and more diverse sorts of cash crops has been planted. Most of the grazing lands distributed to in-
dividual farmers have been converted to pastures and together with an increase of* family ecologi-

cal economic farms” have helped to stem the desertification.
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