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Patterns of Fruits Growing Regions in Japan in 2000
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In this paper the writers analyze some areal characteristics of fruit growing area in Japan in
2000 by applying the statistical method. The growing areas of Japanese five major fruits were ana-
lyzed: apple, grape, peach, Japanese pear and unshu-mikan (mandarin), and then the total growing
areas of all fruits were investigated. The distribution was discussed on the basis of the distribution
of the ratio of the fruit growing area to the total harvested and growing area of all crops. Sources
of these data were the Agricultural Census of Japan in 2000. All cities, towns, villages and wards
were integrated into three hundreds and five unit districts.

Main findings are summarized as follows:

(1) The districts with high ratios of the apple growing area to the total harvested and growing
area of all crops were distributed in the northeastern Japan. The core districts of apple grow-
ing were Hirosaki (in Aomori Prefecture) and Zenkojidaira (in Nagano Prefecture).

(2) The districts with high ratios of grape growing area to the total harvested and growing area
were distributed all over the country. Kofu district (in Yamanashi Prefecture) had extremely
high ratios.

(3) The districts with high ratios of peach growing area to the total harvested and growing area
were scattered in Honshu and Shikoku. The core districts of this fruit growing were Kofu and
Nakadori-hokubu (in Fukushima Prefecture). The regional difference in the ratio of peach
growing showed the largest difference out of five major fruits.

(4) The districts with the extremely high ratio of Japanese pear growing area to the total har-
vested and growing area were located in Tottori Prefecture, the southern part of Nagano Pre-
fecture and northwestern part of Chiba Prefecture. The regional difference in the ratio of
Japanese pear growing showed the smallest difference out of five major fruits.

(5)  The unshu-mikan growing area occupied twenty five percent of the total growing area of all
fruits in 2000. The districts with high ratios of unshu-mikan growing area to the total har-
vested and growing area were distributed in the southwestern Japan. Arida district (in
Wakayama Prefecture) and Suo-oshima district (in Yamaguchi Prefecture) had extremely
high ratios. The distribution pattern of the unshu-mikan growing area was in the contrast to
that of the apple growing area.

(6) A lot of districts in the southwestern Japan and several districts in the northeastern Japan
including Hirosaki, Kofu, Zenkojidaira, Shimoina (in Nagano Prefecture) and Nanwa (in Nara

Prefecture) had the high ratio of all fruits growing to the total harvested and growing area.

Keywords: the ratio of the area of all orchards, apple growing region,
grape growing region, peach growing region, japanese-pear growing region,

unshu-mikan (mandarin orange) growing region.



