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The Effect of Charging-Fee Collection on
the Reduction of Refuse Quantity

Shigeru YOSHIOKA", and Miho KOBAYASHI"

“Faculty of Geo-environmental Science, Rissho University

The Ministry of the Environment helps promotion of charging fees for garbage collection by a
local government as convincing means to reduce quantity of refuse. However, the effect that quan-
tity of refuse decreases to continues only in about 3 years even if they carry out charging. It is
pointed out that refuse turns into increase in quantity afterwards.

We analyzed an example of charging fees for garbage collection in nine local governments of
Chichibu district of Saitama prefecture in this study. Effects by enforcement of charging are differ-
ent by a local government. There were many local governments where quantity of refuse continued
decreasing for three years from the year when they carried out charging, but there was totally no
effect in two local governments. In the local governments where quantity of refuse did not decrease,
it was characteristic that they had little refuse discharges per one.

In addition, quantity of refuse increased later for four years when they carried out charging in
all local governments. We thought that the refuse which inhabitants took out increased so that col-
lection of garbage rate was cheap. We have to review a rate to always become a reasonable standard

not to increase refuse.

Keywords: charging fees, garbage collection, reduction of refuse quantity,

rebound effect, per-capita refuse discharge ratio
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