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Expansion of Abandoned Cultivated Lands and its Background
in Kuramochi, Chonan Town, Chiba Prefecture

Akinori TAKADA

Graduate Student of Geo-environmental Science, Rissho Univ.

This study examined the relations among the expansion of abandoned cultivated land in Chonan
town, Chiba prefecture, the farm land scale owned by each farmer and the history of the lands. In
Kuramochi district of Chonan-town, the research area, most of the farmers ceased cultivation on
a part of their farmland. The proportions of the farmers who abandoned a part of their farmland,
however, are raised with the increase of farmland size. All of the large farmers holding farmland
100a or more have abandoned farmlands among their farmlands.

According to the land register, most of the farmland are cultivated in the upper grades farmland
such as first and second grade. In the lower grade farmland, on the contrary, the ratio of abandon-
ment increases with lowering of the land grade. There were many lower grade farmlands changed
to forestlands before 1975. Most of those lands were distributed around the boundaries between
forestlands and farmlands. We can observe forestlands changed from abandoned farmlands here

and there at present day, but distribution of the lands is different from at that time.

Keywords: abandoned cultivated land, history of farm land, Chonan Town, Chiba Prefecture



