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Distribution of tidal-bed materials and a brackishwater mussel,
Corbicula japonica in the tidal flat of the Tama River

Masayuki NAKAGAWARA, Yasunori WATANABE

Faculty of Geo-environmental Science, Rissho University

Abstract: Distribution of a brackishwater mussel, Corbicula japonica, was studied in the river

mouth area of the Tama River, Tokyo/Kanagawa Prefecture with reference to the benthic struc-

tures of the tidal flat. Corbicula japonica distributed mainly in the area where the flat floor was

muddy or sandy/muddy. The population density of the mussel increased from May to August,

whereas the standing stock reached its maximum in September. The importance of the tidal flat en-

vironment was discussed from the aspects of biodiversity and the social recreational purposes.

Keywords: The Tama River, tidal flat, brackishwater mussel, river mouth environment
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