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Tab.1 GDP by planning regions in Bulgaria (1999-2008)

(1) GDP Unit: Billion BGN (levs)

1999 (%) 2000 (%) 2001 (%) 2002 (%) 2003 (%) 2004 (%) 2005 (%) 2006 (%) 2007 (%) 2008 (%)
North-West 2.6 100 3.2 124 35 134 3.6 139 3.7 141 3.9 148 4.3 164 4.4 168 49 187 5.4 208
North Central 2.5 100 29 114 3.2 127 3.6 142 3.6 142 3.9 152 43 171 4.6 183 5.2 204 5.8 228
North-East 2.8 100 3.3 118 3.5 126 3.8 137 4.1 148 45 163 5.1 183 59 211 6.7 239 7.8 279
South-East 3.9 100 4.2 110 4.2 110 4.4 114 49 126 5.4 140 6.2 162 6.7 173 7.2 187 8.4 219
South-West 8.7 100 9.5 108 11.1 127 128 146 140 160 16.0 183 185 212 223 256 275 314 321 367
South Central 3.8 100 4.3 113 4.7 125 50 132 5.5 147 6.2 165 7.0 186 7.8 208 8.7 231 9.8 259
Bulgaria 243 100 274 113 303 125 33.2 137 358 147 398 164 455 187 51.8 213 60.2 248 69.3 285
(2) GDP per capita Unit: BGN (levs)

1999 (%) 2000 (%) 2001 (%) 2002 (%) 2003 (%) 2004 (%) 2005 (%) 2006 (%) 2007 (%) 2008 (%)
North-West 2,404 100 3,021 126 3,390 141 3,568 148 3,695 154 3,945 164 4,429 184 4,631 193 5,233 218 5,897 245
North Central 2,416 100 2,772 115 3,250 135 3,669 152 3,708 153 4,006 166 4,550 188 4,916 203 5,528 229 6,249 259
North-East 2,704 100 3,209 119 3,434 127 3,767 139 4,075 151 4,508 167 5,097 188 5,897 218 6,710 248 7,836 290
South-East 3,177 100 3,502 110 3,622 114 3,783 119 4,220 133 4,710 148 5,490 173 5,901 186 6,398 201 7,513 236
South-West 4,080 100 4,425 108 5,309 130 6,070 149 6,644 163 7,553 185 8,734 214 10,548 259 12,991 318 15,161 372
South Central 2,240 100 2,543 114 2,937 131 3,130 140 3,499 156 3,950 176 4,495 201 5,036 225 5,640 252 6,340 283
Bulgaria 2,961 100 3,353 113 3,829 129 4,218 142 4,577 155 5,118 173 5,877 198 6,726 227 7,857 265 9,090 307
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Fig.3 Spatial pattern of average annual salaries in Bulgaria (2009)
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Note 10 This map uses the borders of planning regions that were shifted in 2007.
Note 2[00 Rate of change of average annual salaries between 2005-2009 is 188.1 per

cent in Bulgaria.

Note 30 The average annual salaries in Bulgaria is 7,309 BGN in 2009.
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Tab.2 Foreign direct investments by districts in Bulgaria (2007-2009)

Year 2007 2009 Increase rate
P'aDri‘g‘,:;‘i%tRegm”/ Million Euro (%) Million Euro %) 200%300%
North-West 425.8 (2.8) 495.6 2.4) (116.4)

Vidin 45.0 0.3) 18.0 (0.1) (40.0)
Vratsa 123.9 (0.8) 166.5 0.8) (134.4)
Lovech 79.6 (0.5) 111.9 (0.5) (140.6)
Montana 11.4 (0.1) 25.6 (0.1) (224.6)
Pleven 165.9 (1.1 173.6 0.8) (104.6)
North Central 437.3 2.9 759.5 3.7 (173.7)
Veliko Tarnovo 78.8 (0.5) 68.8 (0.3) (87.3)
Gabrovo 68.8 (0.5) 2113 (1.0) (307.1)
Razgrad 88.2 (0.6) 124.9 (0.6) (141.6)
Ruse 171.8 (1.1) 344.8 @.n (200.7)
Silistra 29.7 0.2) 9.8 0.0) (33.0)
North-East 1460.0 (9.6) 2083.9 (10.2) (142.7)
Varna 1144.9 (7.5) 1640.3 (8.0) (143.3)
Dobrich 66.1 0.4) 194.9 (1.0) (294.9)
Targovishte 125.9 (0.8) 153.0 0.7) (121.5)
Shumen 123.2 (0.8) 95.7 (0.5) 77.7)
South-East 1472.2 9.7) 1857.2 9.1) (126.2)
Burgas 772.1 5.1) 836.7 4.1) (108.4)
Sliven 107.8 0.7) 558.5 @7 (518.1)
Stara Zagora 580.5 (3.8) 425.9 .1) (73.4)
Yambol 11.8 0.1) 36.1 0.2) (305.9)
South-West 10405.0 (68.6) 13870.1 (67.9) (133.3)
Blagoevgrad 134.4 0.9 252.7 (1.2) (188.0)
Kyustendil 15.7 (0.1) 16.0 (0.1) (101.9)
Pernik 232.1 (1.5) 240.1 1.2) (103.4)
Sofia 800.0 (5.3) 815.7 4.0) (102.0)
Sofia cap. 92227 (60.8) 125456 (61.4) (136.0)
South Central 966.8 (6.4) 1372.5 6.7) (142.0)
Kardzhali 64.6 0.4) 60.7 0.3) (94.0)
Pazardzhik 118.3 0.8) 263.2 1.3) (222.5)
Plovdiv 653.0 4.3) 863.3 4.2) (132.2)
Smolyan 29.3 0.2) 113.6 0.6) (387.7)
Haskovo 101.6 0.7) 71.6 0.4) (70.5)
Total 15167.1 (100.0) 20438.8 (100.0) (134.8)

Source: National Statistical Institute of Bulgaria
Note: Except foreign direct investment in financial enterprises.
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(National Statistical Institute of Bulgaria D0 O0O0O0)
Note 10 This map uses the borders of planning regions that were shifted in 2007.
Note 200 Total number of employee in Bulgaria in 2009 is 2.4 million.
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Fig. 6 Population change and emigration in Bulgaria (2004-2009)
(National Statistical Institute of Bulgaria D 0O O0O0)
Note 100 This map uses the borders of planning regions that were shifted in 2007.
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Regional Factors of Internal Economic Disparity in Bulgaria

ITO Tetsuya”’

"Department of Geography, Faculty of Geo-environmental Science, Rissho University

Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to crafty regional pattern of internal economic disparities through
several economic indicators and to consider its factors through the socio-economic figures in the
new EU members located in the “periphery of EU” whose economy has depended on agriculture
through a case of Bulgaria. The result of analysis shows that a significant economic gap still exists
between Sofia capital region (capital city and its surrounding area) and the other regions. Data
also indicate that the regional economic disparities have been recently exacerbated between them.
The fact that a large number of companies and low unemployment rate in Sofia region can open a
whole host of career possibilities attracts rural people in agricultural area where there exist small
number of companies as well as the unemployment rate is high. These socio-economic changes have
accelerated enlargement of labor and mass consumption market, increase in number of large com-
panies and foreign direct investments as well as upturn of salaries in Sofia capital region. On the
other hand, the rural area of agricultural region, which has insufficient foreign direct investments,
has been faced with high unemployment rate with small number of companies and with low sala-
ries. These socio-economic situations tend to promote out-migration from rural area to Sofia capi-

tal region and impede economic development in the rural area in Bulgaria.

Keywords: Internal economic disparity, Sustainable development, EU membership, Population

migration, Bulgaria
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