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Socio-Economic Reconfiguration through Population Decline in a Fringe
of the Metropolitan Area- A Case of Northern Tokyo Metropolitan Area-

ITO Tetsuya™, IWAMA Nobuyuki**, HIRAI Makoto ***

* Rissho University, ** Ibaraki Christian University, ***Kanagawa University

Abstract:

Japanese society has just started population decrease with fewer children and more the elderly continuing to
develop. The population decline leads to regional alterations such as shrinking of metropolitan areas, where the pop-
ulation rapidly grew after the 1960 s. The population decrease of the metropolitan areas, thus, would not only affect
spatial shrinking but also relate to socio-economic changes undergoing in the fringe areas of the metropolitan areas.
The purpose of this study is to examine socio-economic reconfiguration in the urbanized area affected by population
decrease in a fringe area through a case of north-western part of the Tokyo Metropolitan Area (TMA). This study
focuses on demographic changes based on statistical analysis, social changes through the analysis on social-living
behaviors based on questionnaire and economic changes by surveying trade and service activities in the urban cen-
ters.

The investigation indicates that the population has slightly decreased in number in many municipalities outside a
50 to 60 kilometer’s radius from the center of TMA between 2005 and 2010. These areas have also characterized by
many commuters and students making a round trip to the central area of TMA. This study thus focused these
areas and selected sample area composed of two cities and one town, which are located in the north-western part
of TMA within a 60 to 70 kilometer’'s radius from the center of TMA. According to the results of analysis first,
areal pattern of demographic changes in each sample areas can be divided into two contrasting areas: newly-devel-
oped suburban area keeps working-age population with their child or children, and old urban center decreasing in
population caused by the fewer children and the aging population. Second, the results of examination of the ques-
tionnaire show that the residents keep opportunities for communicating each other in their communities in both the
suburban area and old urban center. But data give sign of losing these opportunities in the urban central areas due
to aging population and fewer children. Third, the analysis of economic changes illustrates both increasing in middle
or large commercial faculties located in the newly-developed suburban areas and decreasing in the number of small
independent local shops mainly located in the old urban canter on the contrary. Some of these small shops were
closed due to not only declining sales and dwindling profit margins caused by reduction of visitors (consumers) liv-
ing rear by, but also a process of aging of shop’s owner or a lack of successors of the shops.

The results of this study show that the socio-economic changes arise from consequence of the population decline
in the fringe area of TMA on two sides: the fewer children and aging population make commercial environment in
the old urban center much worse on one hand and they also lead to social decline such as fewer contacts with the

neighbors on the other.

Key words: Tokyo Metropolitan Area, fringe area, population decline, Socio-economic reconfiguration,

fewer children, aging population
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