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Areal Pattern of Urban Renewal in Poznan,
Poland after the Revolution of 1989

ITO Tetsuya”’

“Faculty of Geo-environmental Science, Rissho University

Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to crafty the areal pattern of urban renewal in terms of both the
changes in spatial structure through the urban policy and the conversion of social space of a central
commercial district through a case of a large Polish city: Poznan where the urban renewal projects
have been implemented and commercial facilities have increased in number after the Revolution of
1989. The result of analysis shows that the urban area of Poznan has largely changed in social-
economic aspects. Those changes are caused by both public projects: urban renewal projects and re-
newal activities for the commercial facilities based on the direct and indirect investment from
Polish and foreign companies. Especially, the conversion of commercial facilities for offering new
merchandise optimized to customer needs in this area leads to a large-scale change in landscape in
a central commercial district called Potwigjska Street. In the central commercial districts, the
young families preferring to live in an urban central area and enjoying accessibility to urban facili-
ties increased in number and they continually renovate and repair their residential units. Mean-
while, although the city authority has programs of over 130 urban renewal projects, only two
projects have been carried out as pilot project since 2006. In the scheme of Srodka pilot project, the
city authority redeveloped several urban infrastructures such as schools and roads, many of which
largely financially depended on EU Structural Fund. It has not yet carried out enough number of
public interventions because of lack of financial, social and legal institutions to promote urban re-

newal.

Keywords: urban renewal, urban renewal project, central commercial district, Poznan, Poland



