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A Brief Review of Some Contributions to the Literature on
Regional Health Planning in Japan

OTSUBO Koichi”

“Graduate Student of Geo-environmental Science, Rissho University

Abstract:

The purpose of regional health planning is building the optimum comprehensive health service

system which offers the diagnosis and treatment, including prevention and rehabilitation. Re-

search of regional health planning has mainly been made in the Japanese hospital management so-

ciety in the Japanese Association of Medical Sciences after the 1960s. Moreover, in respect of health

administration , for the medical expenses control policy, a duty of decision of health plan for the

purpose of regulation of increasing hospital sickbed was imposed by revised health service law for

every prefectures in 1985. Then, by the first, the paper studied in the hospital management society

was arranged by the age, and the research trend was clarified. And it investigated about the prob-

lem and subject of research of regional health plan. Finally, from the geographical viewpoint from

now on, it examined what subject is left behind about research of regional health planning. Conse-

quently, as a direction of research needed from a geographical view point from now on, it turns out

that "development of the scientific decision technique of the health care region”, and "development

of the effective injection technique of health resources into the targetting region" are expected.

Keywords: Regional health planning, Health services area, Health care resources,

Health care demands behavior
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