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A place memory found in landscape improvements
in the old castle town Ako
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Abstract:

In this paper, the author clarifies the significance of landscape restoration and landscape creation in old castle
town from the perspective of place memory. After World War II, rebuilding of castle towers destroyed by the air
raids by the United States Army Air Forces was carried out. On the other hand, in old castle towns, which lost a
castle tower before the Meiji era, a castle tower was rebuilt for the purpose of local revitalization and tourism pro-
motion. After the 1980s, the construction of the castle tower was correlated with town development. The excava-
tion and the restoration in Ako Castle Ruins were correlated with the making of symbol of the town. It could be
said that the landscape creation in Oshiro-dori Street was the operation of reconfirmation of the place memory “the

”

hometown of Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers)”.

Key words: town development, landscape restoration, landscape creation, place memory, Ako
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