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The Regional Structure of Health Care Demands Behavior
in the Chichibu Region, Saitama Prefecture

Koichi OTSUBO"
“Graduate Student, Rissho Univ.

Abstract: The purpose of this research is to clarify relation between health care demands and health
care resources by grasping in daily continuous life actions (purchase, commutation, attending
school, etc.) about health care demands behavior. The study area is the Chichibu Region, Saitama
prefecture. It is because this area has mountain villages, farm villages, and a central city and re-
flects aged societies in the future. The result is summarized as follows:

0 . Although the sphere of life of elderly people is narrow, the quality of life is secured by use
of visiting move supermarkets, visiting medical cares and the bus for welcome and send-off of pa-
tients, and the cooperation between the neighborhoods. The region which does not have health re-
sources in the neighborhood can secure the quality of life by making a road network, sufficiency of
a means of transportation.

O . In the Chichibu region, hospitals exists mainly only in the Chichibu city central part or the
Ogano-cho central part. The patient could not do long-term hospitalization but is obliged to chang-
ing hospital in the every several months. Therefore, the old age household with an inpatient has
forced a remarkable mental burden. It turned out that it is necessary to fix the hospitals which
does not need advanced care in the area except the urban areas by this investigation. And it is very
important to take into consideration the life space which did not think per administrative bounda-
ries but has been formed over many years, such as the valley of the river.

O . In the Chichibu region, a sloping ground increases and road width becomes narrow, so that
it goes to the Arakawa upper stream. This showed that the convenience of health care demands of
the residents could not be judged only in the straight distance and taking time to hospitals or clin-
ics.

O . From the result of this research, we recognized that the view of the proper distribution of
health care resources in consideration of daily continuous life actions area is important especially
in the rural area. And, by the daily continuous life actions investigation based on real areas, such

as a valley, it was suggested that proper distribution of an exact health care resource is attained.

Keywords: Health care resources, Health care demands behavior, Heath services area,

the Chichibu region



