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How Disaster-risk Information was Accepted in a Public-work Project:

A Case of Cancellation of a Forest-road Construction Project
in a Deep-seated Landslide Zone

TAMURA Toshikazu"

“Faculty of Geo-environmental Science, Rissho University

Abstract:

In spite of the trend of increasing supply and release of various kinds of disaster-risk informa-
tion, public literacy on the information seems to have not been so enhanced in recent Japan. Situa-
tion of disaster-risk information illiteracy is particularly evident on the hazards which have a long
term interval of occurrence, e.g. some kinds of deep-seated landslides. Construction of forest roads
in deep-seated landslide zones has provoked various types of environmental destruction in many
watersheds since late 1960s when overdevelopment of mountainous areas became popular in Japan.
Most of the routes of such roads were planned without careful geomorphological and geological
consideration. This paper presents an example of cancellation of a forest-road construction project
which was planned without any cognition of landslide in deep-seated landslide zones. The discussion
in the local public-work reassessment committee, in which a geomorphologist pointed out the exis-
tence of deep-seated landslides and explained the estimated risk, was effective as a result in the pub-
lic cognition of the situation. The cognition was, however, not wholly common in local
communities. It seems necessary to accumulate cases for devising effective measures of enhancing
public literacy on less noticeable hazards such as deep-seated landslides with a long-term interval

of activity.

Keywords: disaster-risk information literacy, deep-seated landslide, forest road,

public-work reassessment



