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Regional Changes of Mushroom Production Area in Japan
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“Research student, Rissho University

Abstract:

This article clarifies the trend of the mushroom production, the volume of mushroom imports,
the change of that price and the factors of those changes of the mushroom cultivation area in
Japan.

The mushroom production has been increased in Japan. The production of Flammulina velutipes
(enokitake), Hypsizigus marmoreus (buna-shimeji), Pleurotus ostreatus (hiratake) and Pleurotus
eryngii (eringi) were increased dramatically, while Pholiota nameko’ s (nameko) production was
slightly increased. On the other hand, shiitake, dried shiitakeand Pleurotus ostreatus productions
were decreased since 1980s. In recent years, however, shiitake production has gradually getting in-
creased.

The volume of mushroom imports has increased until 2000. Recently, however, it has decreased
excluding Auricularia auricula (kikurage). The primary factors of the deceleration were: the safe-
guard measure, the establishment of the positive list and some problems about food safety.

The selling price of shiitake, dried shiitake and Tricholoma matsutake (matsutake) mushroom has
been maintained for many years. On the other hand, that of Hypsizigus marmoreus, Grifola

frondosa (maitake) and Pleurotus eryngii has fallen.

Keywords: mushroom, regional changes, cultivation, corporative entry
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