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The Spread of Shiitake Mushroom Cultivation in Japan: A Case Study of
the Deployment of Production Areas in Gunma Prefecture

MATSUO Tadanao*

*Rissho University

Abstract:

In this paper, we examine a crop native to Japan, the shiitake mushroom, and the process of establishing shiitake
production areas since the Meliji era, primarily in Gunma Prefecture. Specifically, we clarify the process by which
shiitake cultivation was introduced and the establishment of production areas since the Meiji era. Advances in agri-
cultural technology made stable cultivation possible, thereby causing production areas to spread across the country.

In Gunma, it was clarified that the increase in shiitake cultivation areas was backed by incentives such as grants
and subsidies by the prefectural government. Training sessions were held in various locations, and incentives were
provided to take up shiitake production as a side business, which played a key role in the spread of cultivation
methods.

In addition, due to the rapid increase in production volume, shiitake farms were established throughout Gunma
Prefecture. However, production areas in the prefecture were whittled down by the slowdown in production vol-
ume after the 1990s, which overlapped with the transition from log cultivation to sawdust cultivation. Furthermore,
corporations’ ratio of production volume rose, setting the precedent for how the formation of agricultural produc-
tion areas today is determined by corporations.

The reasons why shiitake mushroom cultivation was selected as a research topic were, as already mentioned,
that shiitake is not a foreign agricultural product, that advances in cultivation technology created the opportunity
for the spread of shiitake cultivation, and that shiitake cultivation spread across the country. In this paper, we were
able to clarify a part of the process by which the production of an indigenous agricultural product spread to the
rest of the country. In the future, we plan to examine and investigate its relationship with dietary habits and con-

sumption.

Key words: shiitake mushroom cultivation, cultivation method, spread, regional changes, corporative entry
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