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Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to examine areal pattern of rural landscape in a small town of mountainous areas
and also to discuss the background of the formation of areal pattern through a case of Mayrhofen in Tyrol, Austria.
This study focuses on the rural landscape by looking at the architectural types of each building and it's use.

The investigation of architectural types, which I measured by the combination of three elements: the gable roof,
the balcony (or veranda), and the totally or partly wooden wall, indicates that the architectural types can be divided
into five types. The fact that a large part of all buildings is up to four-story high shows the unity of the building’s
skyline in the rural landscape. The buildings with traditional architectural style with three elements are able to
seen most popular in the whole sample area, although they are relatively concentrated in the central area of tourist
activities and in the suburban area. The buildings with the other styles are mainly located in the administratively
and commercially central area of the town.

The analysis of the building’s use reveals that accommodation facilities such as hotels and guest houses whose
ratio reaches to 57.5% of all buildings are deconcentrated around the whole town. Although this fact means that the
accommodations are distributed in the whole area, we can find important socio-economic function such as adminis-
trative facilities, shops, banks more easily in the central part of the town than the other area. The number of agri-
cultural facilities and housing including apartment houses is much larger in the suburban area than the others.
Additionally, the fact that a large part of accommodation facilities is classified into the traditional architectural style
indicates that the types of building uses are strongly related to the architectural types.

The investigation of construction statistic shows continual renewal of building’s function and exterior though
newly construction, as well as the reconstruction and renovation of old buildings. Although non-traditional style
tends to increase in number, the increase in accommodations, which employs the traditional architectural style, con-

tribute the formation of rural landscape with image of Tyrol in this area.

Key words: Rural Landscape, Architectural Types, Building Use, Mountainous Areas, Tyrol, Austria
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