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Development and issues of educational activities conducted
by community collaboration in Menuma, Kumagaya City

KATAYANAGI Tsutomu*

*Faculty of Geo-environmental Science, Rissho University

Abstract:

The aim of this paper is to introduce the educational activities by collaboration with the local community over 5

years from 2012, and to examine their significance and issues.

The purpose of the above activities is to heighten students’ motivation for learning and to improve their generic

skills, such as communicating, understanding and resolving regional issues, and also improve their academic skills.

Students who participated in the activities gained valuable experience through specific activities, such as creating

tourist maps and brochures, supporting for local events management, and guiding tourists. On the field survey and

the seminars on-site, the students exchanged their views with the local residents actively. The interaction between

the university and the local community has also become active. The result of the post questionnaire shows

that many students are aware of improvement of their skills. In conclusion, the educational activities through

collaboration with the local community have a positive effect on the improvement of students skills.

Key words: Department of Geography, Educational activities, Community collaboration, Regional contribution,

Kumagaya city, Menuma area
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