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Initiatives taken for the first-year experience and effects of video interview
by faculty members on career development under the COVID-19 situation

KOMATSU Yosuke*, KAINUMA Emi*, and OKAMURA Osamu*

* Faculty of Geo-Environmental Science, Rissho University

Abstract :

First-year experience is positioned as an important subject for leading and encouraging freshmen to launch
smooth university life. This study examined whether it is possible to improve students’ motivation to study and
produce curricula plans by showing the interview video on faculty member experiences.

Most of the classes started as online learning in FY2020 due to the COVID-19 in Rissho University. This situation
forced freshmen to undergo their campus life without learning with new friends or from seniors at university who
can usually give advice on what to learn, what are the purposes of studies, and about extracurricular activities.

In the “Introduction to Fundamentals of Academic Works I" course, three interview videos on own student
days of three faculty members were recorded and showed to new students for three consecutive weeks through
the Internet. After viewing, the students submitted review sheet with free response. Results of word frequency
analysis using text mining (KH Coder) of the sheets from total 296 students showed that the messages of each
faculty member were mostly matched to what students wrote. These videos guided the students to establish
their own target and goal of their four-year university life. This new attempt may be applied to other subjects to

encourage students to keep up motivation to study even when face-to-face learning is difficult.

Key words : first-year experience, COVID-19, interview, text mining, career formation
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