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- An invitation to Korean temples

- A journey in search of myself
- Changing the way you see the world
- You will travel to find real yourself

- Come and find yourself here

- A joytul journey to find true happiness within myself

- A journey to find your true self
- Finding your true-self
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The Development and Regional Significance of “Temple Stay” in Korea

KAWAZOE Wataru*

* Faculty of Geo-environmental Science, Rissho University

Abstract :

Since the 2000s, the trends in religious tourism in the Republic of Korea have highlighted the “Temple Stay”
program, which began in 2002. This article analyzes how the significance of local religious culture and facilities has
evolved in developing tourism resources. The implementation of the Temple Stay program has transformed
religious spaces and practices into tourism products for the dissemination of a wide range of Korean culture.
Buddhist organizations have also viewed this positively as an opportunity to disseminate Buddhist culture in Korea.
Recently, the Temple Stay program has emphasized elements such as “peace and healing of mind and body” and
“escape from everyday life.” The contents of the experience program align with people’s spiritual interests and

serve as a tourist resource that attracts individuals with diverse desires.

Key words : Religious culture, Spirituality, Tourism resource, Temple stay, The republic of Korea
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